Immunocytochemical localization of CRF in the ovine hypothalamus.
A population of neuronal cell bodies and their fiber pathways have been elucidated within the ovine hypothalamus. The immunoreactive neurons were located in the anterior and dorsal hypothalamus interspersed throughout the paraventricular nucleus. These perikarya were only observed when an antiserum that was generated against the C-terminal of CRF was employed. A dense fiber projection traversed the medial-basal hypothalamus and ended within the palisade-contact zone of the median eminence and neural stem. Fibers were revealed by antisera generated against both the N-terminal and the C-terminal of CRF. Antisera pre-absorbed with synthetic CRF failed to yield immunoreactivity.